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The Sri  Lan kan e conomy  has gro wn  rapid ly since the end o f the conf lict  in  2009.  With GDPThe Sri  Lan kan e conomy  has gro wn  rapid ly since the end o f the conf lict  in  2009.  With GDP
gro wth forecasted at  8.5% in  2011, pove rty rates are  expec ted to decl ine. Ho wev er, inco megro wth forecasted at  8.5% in  2011, pove rty rates are  expec ted to decl ine. Ho wev er, inco me
inequ ality remain s high, with  strik ing dif ferences  betwe en urban  and  rural areas.  USAID supp ortsinequ ality remain s high, with  strik ing dif ferences  betwe en urban  and  rural areas.  USAID supp orts
activ ities to spur ec onomic g rowth for  al l Sr i Lankan s through assistan ce p rim ari ly to the  pr iva teactiv ities to spur ec onomic g rowth for  al l Sr i Lankan s through assistan ce p rim ari ly to the  pr iva te
sector. Programs are developin g p ublic-pr iva te alliances, fo ster ing  stabil ity, crea ting  sus tain ablesector. Programs are developin g p ublic-pr iva te alliances, fo ster ing  stabil ity, crea ting  sus tain able
jobs and jump-start ing much-neede d eco nomic growth,  particular ly in former conf lic t areas.jobs and jump-start ing much-neede d eco nomic growth,  particular ly in former conf lic t areas.

USAID’s  Con necting Regio nal Economies (CORE) program works toUSAID’s  Con necting Regio nal Economies (CORE) program works to
increase social and eco nomic secu ri ty in Sri  La nka’s Easte rnincrease social and eco nomic secu ri ty in Sri  La nka’s Easte rn
pro vince by  st imulating partic ipat ion in  co mpet itive agriculturalpro vince by  st imulating partic ipat ion in  co mpet itive agricultural
value ch ains,  creatin g new livelihood  options for  vuln erab levalue ch ains,  creatin g new livelihood  options for  vuln erab le
populations, a nd promot ing  wo rkforce developmen t and  a pro -populations, a nd promot ing  wo rkforce developmen t and  a pro -
busin ess pol icy en vironmen t. CORE acts a s a conn ecto r be tweenbusin ess pol icy en vironmen t. CORE acts a s a conn ecto r be tween
farm a nd non -fa rm enterp rises, and  fast-growing do mestic andfarm a nd non -fa rm enterp rises, and  fast-growing do mestic and
export markets . To da te, 12,500 people have bene fit ted f ro m COREexport markets . To da te, 12,500 people have bene fit ted f ro m CORE
activ ities. Surveys indic ate that  ho useho ld incomes  ro se f ro m 10 toactiv ities. Surveys indic ate that  ho useho ld incomes  ro se f ro m 10 to
50 percent  as a result  of  this pro gra m.50 percent  as a result  of  this pro gra m.

Through  a grant  to the F ood an d Agricul ture Organizat ion  (FAO),Through  a grant  to the F ood an d Agricul ture Organizat ion  (FAO),
USAID is providing  necessary tools to re-start  agr icul turalUSAID is providing  necessary tools to re-start  agr icul tural
pro duct ion in the Northe rn province and  help reset tled  famil iespro duct ion in the Northe rn province and  help reset tled  famil ies
become more secu re.  This prog ram has suppl ied rice seed  and  to olsbecome more secu re.  This prog ram has suppl ied rice seed  and  to ols
to 17 ,000 families, a poul try produ ctio n pack age to 3,95 0 female-to 17 ,000 families, a poul try produ ctio n pack age to 3,95 0 female-
headed  hous ehold s, an d 4,40 0 water  pump s to  farmers to  ensu reheaded  hous ehold s, an d 4,40 0 water  pump s to  farmers to  ensu re
successful field crop  produc tion .successful field crop  produc tion .
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USAID’s  So uth  Asia Reg iona l Init iative Pro gra m for Ene rgy  (SARI/E)USAID’s  So uth  Asia Reg iona l Init iative Pro gra m for Ene rgy  (SARI/E)
targets  mult iple coun tr ies to promo te cross-border trade , bolstertargets  mult iple coun tr ies to promo te cross-border trade , bolster
energy markets an d imp ro ve acce ss to clean en erg y. In Sr i L anka,energy markets an d imp ro ve acce ss to clean en erg y. In Sr i L anka,
the program partnered wi th the Sr i Lan ka Sus tain able Energythe program partnered wi th the Sr i Lan ka Sus tain able Energy
Authority to  estab lish  the Regional  Cen ter  fo r Energy E fficien tAuthority to  estab lish  the Regional  Cen ter  fo r Energy E fficien t
Ligh tin g. T he cen ter  eng ages p ublic an d pr ivate en terpr ises o nLigh tin g. T he cen ter  eng ages p ublic an d pr ivate en terpr ises o n
energy ef fic ient  lighting.energy ef fic ient  lighting.

Increasing Incomes by Connecting Regional EconomiesIncreasing Incomes by Connecting Regional Economies

Feeding Resettled Families by Providing Agricultural InputsFeeding Resettled Families by Providing Agricultural Inputs

Improving Energy Security by Promoting Energy Efficient LightingImproving Energy Security by Promoting Energy Efficient Lighting
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USAID’s  Vo lunteers for  Eco nomic  Growth All iance  (VEGA) p rog ramUSAID’s  Vo lunteers for  Eco nomic  Growth All iance  (VEGA) p rog ram
pro vides access to Sr i Lan kan an d in ternat iona l exp ert  con sultantspro vides access to Sr i Lan kan an d in ternat iona l exp ert  con sultants
for  short- term projects in th e publ ic and  pr ivate secto r.for  short- term projects in th e publ ic and  pr ivate secto r.
App rox imate ly 4 0 con sultants hav e co mpleted work in Sr i Lanka toApp rox imate ly 4 0 con sultants hav e co mpleted work in Sr i Lanka to
date.  Projects ra nged f ro m wo rk with the  Ministry o f Eco nomicdate.  Projects ra nged f ro m wo rk with the  Ministry o f Eco nomic
Developmen t on in vestmen t promot ion  stra tegies to wasteDevelopmen t on in vestmen t promot ion  stra tegies to waste
manageme nt advising for  th e Tr inco malee Urban Co uncil .manageme nt advising for  th e Tr inco malee Urban Co uncil .

Increasing Business Opportunities by Providing Expert Consultation Increasing Business Opportunities by Providing Expert Consultation 

The Biz+ program will  provide grants and targeted technical  andThe Biz+ program will  provide grants and targeted technical  and
management assistance to small  and medium businesses in themanagement assistance to small  and medium businesses in the
North and East,  with the goal of increasing their partic ipation inNorth and East,  with the goal of increasing their partic ipation in
the economy.the economy.

Stimulating Growth by Giving Grants to Small BusinessesStimulating Growth by Giving Grants to Small Businesses
Food Security Program
VEGA /SARI

CORE

ID CORE Activity

1 B'Onion Cultivation

2 Black Gram Cultivation and 
Market Linkage

3 Cashew Processing

4 Cereal Processing Plant and 
Out Grower Network

5 Dairy Development

6 Fish Processing

7 Fruit and Vegetable Market 
Linkage

8 Healthy Snack Processing

9 Lime Dehydration

10 Maize Cultivation

11 Medicinal Plant Cultivation

12 Mushroom Cultivation

13 Papaya Cultivation

14 Passion Fruit Cultivation

15 Red Onion Cultivation

16 Sesame Cultivation

17 Soybean Cultivation

18 Turmeric Cultivation and 
Market Linkage

19 Vegetable Seed Production

20 Vetiver Cultivation

!( VEGA Activity
!( Agricultural Inputs Activity


